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To Create an Informed Public Opinion 


No-one who is accustomed to reading the barometer of the public 
mind can have failed to observe the enormous change that has 
taken place in the general political outlook of the British 
people during very recent months. 


The symptoms of the sickness of modern society are at last beginning to 
show on the surface, so clearly, in fact, that even the casual observer can- 
not avoid seeing them, and the discovery has thrown very big sections of 


the public into consternation. 


The average person has become more critical of the Government, more 


dissatisfied with the conduct of the war, and more concerned 


and uneasy 


about the future than was the case only a few months ago. 


FENHE change began, I think, 
witn an astonishing series 
of reverses in the Far 

East. 


The reverses in Western Europe in 
1940 did not affect the public mind 
nearly so much, or at any rate in the 
same way. Nor did the reverses in 
the Mediterranean later on—Crete 
and the evacuation of Greece. These 
were all major calamities, but in re- 
gard to the former it was felt that 
no-one in this country could be held 
responsible for them, while in regard 
to the latter, any difference of 
opinion there might be was in the 
sphere of strategy. 


The collapse of French morale gave 
the public something to think about, 
and it can definitely be said that it 
has left a big question mark in their 
minds, regarding the situation at 
home, which has tended to assert 
itself rather strongly in connection 
with the reverses in the Far East. 


The reports which reached this 
country on the state of affairs in the 
Far East, particularly in Singapore 
and the Malay Peninsula, produced 
two definite impressions. 


Something Wrong 


One was that certain sections of 
the British Command had been not 
merely incompetent, but complacent 
to a degree, which complacency was 
associated with an_ease-and-luxury- 
loving existence. The second was 
that there was something inexplic- 
able, fundamentally wrong in the re- 
lationship’ between Europeans and 
the native races in those territories. 


The complete disregard of the 
native population in face of the 
Japanese invasion has shocked the 
British public. It is contrary to 
everything they have been trained to 
believe concerning the British treat- 
ment of native peoples and of the high 
regard of the latter for British rule. 


Therefore to witness, in territory 
after territory, complete indifference 
among the native population as to 
whether the British or the Japanese 
should rule over them, has shattered 
a faith which the average British 
citizen has jealously guarded and 
cherished from childhood. That 
single revelation has done more to 
undermine the traditional view of im- 
perialism than a century of normal 
history, including all the efforts at 
Ce ees of those who knew the 
acts. J 


Same Story 


Now Burma is repeating the story. 
What is happening there has brought 
vividly to mind the recent visit to this 
country of Mr. U Saw, and his sor- 
rowful departure at his failure to get 
from the British Government a 
specific promise that Burma should 
have the status of a Dominion after 
the war. 

On top of all this comes the Indian 
rebuff. The silence which accomp- 
anied Britain’s reception of the news 
of the collapse of Sir Stafford 
Cripps’s mission is evidence of the 
shock it produced. It is realized that 
nothing short of a deep distrust of 
Britain could have caused India’s 
leaders to turn down the best terms 
any British Government hag ever 
effered India. 


That the rejection should have oc- 
curred when the Japanese had bombed 
their way to the very gates of India 
made it all the more impressive. Sir 
Stafford Cripps’s mission to India 
may fairly be described as the ten 
days which shook the British Empire. 


* 


HESE events have had a devastat- 
ing effect upon the political con- 
sciousness of the British people. They 
have carried a considerable step fur- 
ther the process of political disinte- 
gration which has been in operation 
for many years, and particularly 
during the course of the war. 


Baldwin and Chamberlain are already sym~ 
bols of a dead order. British Imperialism is 
in ruins; the rottenness if its foundations has 
been exposed. 


Churchill ,raises a big question-mark. As a 
war leader he may be indispensable, but as 
the architect and builder of a new world he 
inspires no confidence. At least, he is be- 
lieved to be of the old order. 


The Labour Party inspires searcely more 


says 


WILFRED 
WELLOCK 


confidence. ‘Its leaders are associated in the 
public mind with all this failure and collapse. 
No fundamental! protest against the old order 
arose from the two Labour Governments, or 
has arisen from the present Coalition. 

The lines of social demarcation between a 
democratic and a class-based civilization are 
being transcended by high-salaried Labour 
officials and ministers of State. Labour sup- 
porters are deeply conscious of the fact that 
the acceptance of £5,000 a year, income tax 
notwithstanding, does not harmonize with any 
rational theory or practice of democracy. 

This old-order tendency at the top is asgo- 
ciated with the lack of conviction which is 
conveyed by Labour's latest political pro- 
grammes. Increasingly these are regarded as 
strings of words which have no relation to 
reality—with the hard facts which lie behind 
and beyond this war. 


* 


iT is in times of political disintegra- 

ation like the present that revolu- 
tionary politics take root, that Fas- 
cism and Communism will find a 
fertile soil. 

No person in possession of a keen social 
awareness is likely to remain in or join any 
of the- major political parties today. Such 
people are joining together to start new pol- 
itical trends. 

Thus we have the Acland group, the Priest- 
ley Committee, the Malvern Conference, and 
the collection of Christian revolutionary groups 
which have formed the Christian Party. There 


A PLEASURE 
DENIED 


EAR Readers, I consider that you let 

me down over Headquarters Fand, 

by not responding to my modest demand 

that you should carry it to £500 by the 

AGM, thereby depriving me of the im- 

mense satisfaction I should have felt in 

announcing that we had reached the half- 
way mark. 


It impressed me as such a good AGM— 
definitely the best I have known—that I 
should dearly have liked to be the bearer 
of such a pleasant message. However, it 
is not too late. If anyone feels sufficiently 
friendly to me to make up the deficit, 
hy sending me a cheque for £48, I will 
hold an AGM all to myself to celebrate 
the event! 


Contributions since April 17: £24 12 9. 
Total to date: £452 1 9. 


The Editor. 


Send your donations, made payable to 
the Peace Pledge Union, to Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


are others, and there will be more.. All that 


is to the good. 

The important thing at present is to get 
people thinking. The time is ripe for doing 
that. People are becoming disillusioned, and 
as that process continues they are becoming 
more interested in causes and more concerned 
about the future and its policies. 

We don't want a new political party at this 
stage. The time to canalize the numerous 
new streams of thought into a party or move- 
ment will be later, when the time for action 
arrives. 

The present time, therefore, should make a 
special appeal to every pacifist. The situation 
is extremély urgent. 

Unless public opinion can be well informed 
and induced to demand action by sheer force 
of public opinion, the control of affair$ will 
eventually pass into the hands of those who 
will convert this country into a species of 
Fascist State, perhaps at a later stage to be 
substituted by Communism, 

The PPU has had much to do with enlight- 
ening the public on the Why and Wherefore 
of the present war. But hitherto the ground 
has been atony. It is now becoming increas- 
ingly fertile. 


A PACIFIST COMMENTARY 


Edited by “OBSERVER” 


Another. Step Downward 


ON Ap, 25 the press published a 
photograph of Lubeck from the 
air, “It would be idle to pretend,” 
said The Times, “that the devasta- 
tion was confined to industrial 
targets, for the photographs show 
street after street to have been 
gutted.” Yet another step downward 
is taken with compiacency. One is 
reminded of the words of Virgil: 
“The descent to Hell is easy; but to 
retrace one’s steps—is hard indeed.” 
A year ago we made a virtue of the 
fact (if fact it was) that we deliber- 
ately bombed only military objectives. 
We were different from the wicked 
Germans. And the ecclesiastical 
authorities in those days explained 
that there is a moral gulf between 
bombing military objectives and 
bombing civilian populations. Now 
that the gulf has been crossed, it is 
doubtful whether the same authori- 
ties will remind the nation that it 
was there. Probably they have for- 
gotten it themselves, 


A Personal Issue 


THE demand thay Mr. Churchill 

should somehow be prevented 
from exercising direct control over 
the military conduct of the war 
appears to be growing. It is more 
politely phrased. What is demanded 
is that there should be the analogue 
of the Chief of the German General 
Staff in this country. Since no-one 
has more keenly appreciated the in- 
fluence and power of the Chief of the 
German Staff than Mr. Churchill 
himself—see the chapter in “World- 
Crisis’—he knows quite well what is 
in the wind; moreover, being an 
honest and forthright pergon, he pro- 
bably has some contempt for the 
press and politicians who have not 
the courage to say what they are 
really after. It is left for an outsider 
like Mr. Robert Boothby to blow the 
wags is it that those who advocate the 
establishment of a “Great General Staff” 
really desire? It is best to face facts. They 
want nothing less than that Mr. Churchill 


: shall be supplanted as Minister of Defence, 
and the higher direction of strategy confided 
to other hands. Me 
“This,” says Mr. Boothby in’ a 

letter to the New Statesman, Ap. 25, 

“raises a personal issue of immense 

magnitude, involving the Premier- 

ship of the Government.” 


Mr. Charchill’s Failure 


TNDEED it does. For no-one who 
* has read “World-Crisis”—Mr. 
Churchill’s own record of his conduct 
during the last war, when he had far 
less power than he hag to-day—could 
conceive him acquiescing in a position 
in which he was Prime Minister and 
yet debarred from interfering con- 
tinually in the military conduct of 
the war. He manifestly prides him. 
self on being a master of war; and 
Parliament has hitherto taken him at 
his own self-valuation. And it may 
have been that Mr. Churchill’s was, in 
fact, the best military mind we had. 
The record of disaster does not prove 
that better direction was to be had. 
The whole conception of continental 
war may have been wrong. 

Mr. Churchill’s obvious failure has 
been in the political direction of the 
war. He hag never grasped the fact 
that total war can be waged only by 
a totalitarian society: he has “waged 
war’ without pausing to count the 
cost in social revolution. He has sub- 
stituted rhetoric for policy, and his 
performance as a statesman—in the 
true sense of the word—has been 
pitiful. And it is unlikely that it is 
in his power to extricate the nation 
from the pit into which he has led it. 


A Ludendorff Wanted 


AY TE shall therefore be under no 

illusion when we read in The 
Times (Ap. 23) of its anxious desire 
to “lighten Mr. Churchill’s personal 
load.” What it desires is to dislodge 
him from the conduct of the war. 
There must be a single man at the 
head of the new great General Staff. 


Who is to be the man? Does there even 
exist a man competent to take so great .a 


responsibility? To answer such a question 
in the negative is surely an act of despair. 
If the project is right in conception, then 
the office itself will bring its bolder the 
willing co-operation he requires, and its 
responsibilities develop in him some at 
least of the, necessary qualities. 

But 


Well, well, it ‘may be so. 
obviously this process of letting the 
office create the man can only begin 
to operate when Mr. Churchill] has 
been removed. It is inconceivable 
that an independent strategical mind 
ean function while Mr. Churchill 
holds his present position. 


Comrade Beaverbrook 


J CANNOT but suspect Lord Beaver- 

brook’s enthusiasm for the 
Second Front. He has nothing now 
to hope for from the Government. 
He has disappeared from any active 
control of affairs without his absence 
being felt. What are his caleula- 
tions? Cripps, who ousted him. may 
now be involved in the discredit of 
Churchill. Might not Beaverbrook 
have a chance of appearing as the 
leader of an alternative government 
by making a bid for the support of 
the Communists? At present, I am 
told, the Communist movement is 
growing rapidly. The mass-man., 
having ceased to believe in Churchill, 
snatches at a belief in Russia; and 
the Communists, very naturally, are 
taking full advantage of the psycho- 
logical movement. 

Communism is much nearer being 
a mass-movement than it has ever 
been before. Why should not Comrade 
Beaverbrook be its leader? He at 
least has talked as an equal with 
Stalin, which is more than any of the 
official Communists of this country 
have done. He has probably dis- 
covered that Stalin is not very 
different from himself. They can 
“talk turkey” together. in a way 
which would be impossible for Stalin 
and Churchill, or Eden—or even 
Cripps. There are obvious possibili- 
ties. The Second Front is a safe bet. 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Nightmare 
Future 


‘INHE responsible press, and in par- 

ticular The Times, is now ex- 
hibiting alarm and despondency con- 
cerning the apparently inevitable 
decline in the future population of 
Britain. 

Is it realized (asks The Times, Ap. 20) 
that the maximum size of the working popu- 
lation in 1960 is already fixed, and, further, 
that unless prevailing habits and tendencies 
im family life change radically, that popu- 
Jation is itself doomed to decline beyond 
hope of recovery? Children under 14 now 
constitute about 22% of the population of 
Britain; unless recent trends change, they 
will form in 80 years’ time only 10.2% of 
the population, in 60 years only 4%. 
That is a nightmare future, of an 

utterly decrepit and _ life-denying 
society. Yet The Times is appar- 
ently unconscious of the appalling 
trony by which these words appear 
on a level with these exultant words, 


in the next column:— 

In the great night raid on the port of 
Lubeck one and a half times as much ex- 
plosive was dropped in three hours as in 
the whole of the night-long raid on Coven- 
try. 

“Only connect,” said a character 


in E, M. Forster’s “Howard’s End.” 
Look on reality as a whole! Connect 
one thought with another! The 
horror of today is that the people in 
control, even the best of them, have 
one-way minds. They blot half- 
reality, and more, out of their con- 
sciousness. It seems indeed that a 
doom of blindness has descended upon 
men, 

What cause more than any other 
has been responsible for the catas- 
trophic decline in the birth-rate in 
Britain in the last 20 years? The 
fundamental insecurity of human 
life, the universal and halif-conscious 
expectation of a far more devastat- 
ing war. Has nobody the courage 
to say plainly that it takes either a 
moral imbecile, or a man who has 
struggled to a new religious faith, to 
take the responsibility of bringing a 
family of four children into the 
world today? Yet a family of four 
children is the norm required if the 
population of Britain is not to decline. 
The birth-rate has fallen to its 
present fatal level for one main 
reason. Because men and women 
have lost all faith in life. Is this 
war, is “victory” in this war, likely 
to restore their faith in life? Haif 
the adult population of Britain dread 
the advent of “peace” almost as 
much as they dread the continuance 
of the war. 

Who will ria men of this fear—this 
terrible, soul-destroying, life-destroy- 
ing fear of the future? Who will 
give to men and women a vision and 
an assurance of a society in which 
they can believe? Not our states- 
wen. Not our prelates. Not our 
men of science. Win the war first, 
they cry. Then we may have time to 
think. They are so besotted by fear 
that they have not even the courage 
to seek peace. Alas, we cannot give 
them that courage. That would 
come, immediately, if they had but 
the courage to think the future 
honestly. 

Who are the real defeatists—we. 
or they? They are—a thousand 
times over. In the name of a mean- 
ingiess “victory,” they are destroying 
all hope of a society in which the 
¢ommon man can believe. They are 
engaged in defeating the fundamental 
human impulse to life; trying. in 
vain, to throw the glamour of a 
“crusade” over the suicide of a 
civilisation. 

Raw 

Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Sti) 
leas does the acceptance of advertisement: 
imply endorsement of any viewa expressed o7 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are we) 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
vide only of the paper should be used. They 


should be kept as short as possible—preferably 
not more than 600 words. If replies are re 


quired, stemped addressed envelopes must all 


enclosed. 


A Second Front? 


If it cannot be opened, that will be 
the cause of the disaster. If it can 
be, Russia’s rather dim chances 
notably improve. Heads I win, tails 
you lose! 


Romanticism 


EANWHILE, the Manchester Guardian 

: (Ap. 27) reports that it is widely be 
lieved in Washington that Lord Beaverbrook’s 
demand is made with the assent of the Brit- 
ish Government. “Authoritative quarters 
point out that such an offensive with one or 
several large-scale landings between Norway 
and the Spanish frontier would involve a very 
severe strain and risky diminution of shipping 
and supplies for the Far, Near, and Middle 
East, and even for Britain herself. Whether 
it would be wise to put al] the United Nations’ 
strategic eggs in one basket, which is the 
logical implication of a second front, can only 
be decided by the general staffs and states- 
men.” Assurediy, with the shipping situation 
at its present worst, te undertake an enter- 
prise very hazardous even with plenty of 
shipping seems foolhardy. 

The expedient adopted to reconcile desire 
with reason is to believe that the French 
people would rise in armed support of the in- 
vading army. “As soon aS we are strong 
enough to land with a force that could hold 
so much as an isolated tongue of land, we 
may count on the active and combatant help 
of the French masses who have al] had their 
military training. What we need...is a 
dashing and well-found body of troops, behind 
which the manhood of the occupied territory 
could muster” (New Statesman, Ap. 25). As 
a pacifist-realist, I pronounce this romanticism, 
not modern war. The levee en masse is 
really a thing of the past. Modern technics 
have put an end to that congenial] dream. 


A 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY 


HE chief interest of Hitler's speech was 
its stress on the fearful rigours of the 
winter campaign in Russia. It was so out- 
spoken as to suggest that psychologically an- 
other winter campaign in Russia on anything 
like the same battle-front would indeed be 
disastrous to German morale. The most ob- 
jective account I can find of the actual mili- 
tary situation in Russia is that in the Econo- 
mist (Ap. 25): 

“For the next 6 weeks, on large sections 
of the front, the railways will be the only 
reliable means of transport... Already, the 
disastrous effects of not being in control of 
the railways have been felt by the Russian 
advance-guard that drove through the German 
lines to the frontiers of Estonia near Pskov 
... The Germans for their part had carefully 
established themselves at strategic points on 
the network of railways and have, on the 
whole, maintained their grip...In the north, 
the big German attack is still to come. Its 
aim will be the complete isolation of Mur- 
mansk in the north, and a junction between 
the Finnish and German troops on the Svir 
in the South. The first move would sever the 
shortest Allied supply line, the second seal 
the fate of Leningrad.” 


Plans Foreshadowed 


(HIS is a large measure of what, accord- 
ing te a Finnish broadcast (Listener, 

Ap. 25), the Germans aim to do in the com- 
ing campaign. The capture of Leningrad and 
Moscow, though important, is subsidiary to the 
effort to cut Russia off completely from her 
Allies, when her vastness will be of no sig- 
nificance. Once the Germans are on the 
Archangel-Astrakhan line, further resistance 
by Russia will be of no vital importance. 
“This”, said the broadcast, “will certainly be 
achieved by the middle of the summer.” On 
the other side, the Ankara radio takes the 


Destroying ‘‘the Jewels 
of Civilization” 


URING the spring of 1941, 
when many Londoners had 
just emerged with thank- 

fulness for the mercy of con- 
tinued life from the series of 
“reprisal” raids n which the 
British bombed the Berlin State 
Opera House and the Nazis re- 
taliated by destroying the debat- 
ing chamber of the House of 
Commons, a hitherto unknown 
correspondent sent me a man- 
uscript poem. 


It was called “Time’s Trust.” If 
the author, Olive Dougan, sees this 
article, I hope she will forgive me for 
quoting her, for today there are few 
places outside these pages where her 
sentiments would achieve publication 
or even quotation. Her poem, after 
describing how the scarred earth.can 
heal again, and even the multitudes 
of nameless dead find resurrection 
In @ new generation, continues thus: 

But the ephemeral dreams of men 

Carved into stone, 

Curving into airy towers in, quiet places, 

The hours of beauty caught by patient hands, 

And wrought in spite of prisonment and pain 

Our heritage from out the past, 

Sent down the years to Us— 

AN these are doomed or gone, 


Blown like powdered dust 
Before the ruthless lust of wanton man. 


What can we say hefore the judgment 

Of the years to come, 

As from our faithless hands they take 

A shattered memory of an age-long trust, 

Our only plea we could not see 

For hate and blood? 

What can we say 

Who have betrayed Time’s trust? 

While it is true that ideas such as 
these do not now find favour with 
editors and officials, this does not 
mean that they are not universal. To 
me Olive Dougan’s lines typify the 
instinctive reaction of decent human- 
ity the world over to the wickedness 
of governments, which for their tem- 
porary political ends decree the an- 
nihilation of historic treasures that 
no time can restore. 


This ordinary decent humanity can 
be “conditioned,” of course; its com- 
punction can be changed by panic or 
propaganda into the ugly herd hatred 
of sub-humanity. But delight in the 
destruction of another nation’s archi- 
tectural gems is no more natural to 
the common man, whose career does 
not depend upon a crescendo of or- 
ganized havoc, than the use of his 
Ford V8 as a battering ram for 
smashing his neighbours’ nlate glass 
windows. 


And now Lubeck has been ravaged 
and made hideous by a “slashing 
RAF raid”; Lubeck, the beautiful 
little Hanseatie city of which I read 
so often when studying medieval 


VERA BRITTAIN 
says of Lubeck 


history, and promised myself one day 
to visit. 


Cologne I knew, and Diisseldorf, 
and Aachen (Aix-la-Chapelle), where 
the bombing of the “ex-Kaiser’s 
dome” by the RAF, as reported in the 
press last July, suggests damage % 
the Basilica beneath which Charle- 
magne was crowned. 


When I visit the ruins of these 
places I shall remember them as they 
were, but now shall never know 
Liibeck as it was. Nor will my child- 
Ten, nor their children. Liibeck was 
part of “Time’s trust” which we and 
our enemies alike have betrayed. 


_On April 25, the daily press car- 
ried large photographs of its enorm- 
ous damage. The Daily Herald called 
it “The Roofless City.” They went 
on to comment triumphantly: 

Think of a strip of close-packed city 
three quarters of a mile long and from 200 
to 600 yards wide...This is what you are 
seeing in this picture, the dead heart of a 
town of 150,000 people. Forty per cent. 
of Lubeck’s inner town has been devastated, 
2,000 of its houses have been destroyed. One 
heavy bomb alone has smashed seven or eight 
blocks of flats. What bombs have not flat- 
tened, fire has gutted. 


Nothing is said about the civilians 
who lived in this “close-packed city.” 


‘ What happened to them—the old and 


helpless, the invalids, the mothers, the 
children? And what is this gloating 
over death and damage going to do 
to our psychology? 

NO CONSOLATION 


But after all,’you may contend, we 
can’t let “them” have things all their 
own way. “They” destroyed Coven- 
try Cathedral, and the treasures in 
the Central Library. “They” have 
demolished the famous Church of St. 
John in Valetta, where the wounded 
and their nurses during the first 
Great War so often gathered with 
instinctive gratitude towards the 
Knights of Malta. 

I answer that the bombing of Lu- 
beck does not console me for the 
burnt manuscript of The Mill on the 
Floss or the ruin of Valetta. It only 
adds to my sense of irretrievable 
deprivation — and te the terrible 
subtraction sum which posterity will 
one day record as its permanent in- 
dictment against this’ generation. 

Beauty and history, whatever their 
locality, are the jewels of civilization. 
They are the legacy from the cre- 
ators of the past to the architects of 
the future; they are not ours to mis- 
use or destroy. 


That is why the damaged roof of 
(Continued on page 3) 


plan of a Western offensive seriously 
“Americans and English make no effort te 
conceal that, as soon as Germany attacks 
Russia, they will attack Germany.” 

Perhaps some indication of what is to he 
expected on the Russian front may be gleaned 
from an article in a belated issue of Time 
(Feb. 16)—a journal conspicuous for the ob- 
jJectivity of its judgments. It said, two 
months ago, that the following objectives 
were “a minimum if the Russians are to be 
properly braced for Hitler’s spring offensive.” 
First, they must free Leningrad. Second, 
they must regafm Smolensk. Third, they must 
regain Dniepropetrovsk. Not one of these 
objectives has been reached. 


Confusion in India 


4 is extremely difficult to make sense of 
the news from India. The press gives 
publicity to the view that the Cripps mission 
has improved the situation. Mr. Nehru ve- 
hemently denies it. “Sir Stafford is grievously 
mistaken if-he thinks the position in India 
has improved. The gulf between us is wider 
than before’ (Herald, Ap. 27). The press 
again builds very hopefully on the motion 
which Mr. Rajagopalachari has persuaded the 
Congress Party in the .Madras Legislature to 
adopt, accepting the Moslem Leagne demand 
for separation, and seeking political co-opera- 
tion on that basis. Dr. Azad, the Congress 
Party President, has asked for an explanation 
of Mr. Rajagopalachari’s ‘“‘gross act of ip- 
discipline.’’ 

Then comes the curious news that a black- 
flag (i.e. hostile) reception for Mr. Rajagopala- 
chari was staged at Allahabad Station on Ap. 
26. “But he did not arrive, and Nehru, who 
was present objected to the demonstration. 
He snatched a number of flags from the dem- 
onstrators and during the acuffle anti-Nehru 
slogans were shouted” (Herald, Ap. 27). We 
have to reconcile that with the statement that 
Nehru strongly disagrees with the Rajagopala- 
chari resolution (M. Guardian, Ap. 27). 


Mr. Gandhi's View 


R. GANDHI is far above the battle; but 
probably a good deal nearer the reality. 
He writes in Harijan: 

I am sorry Nehru has developed a fancy 
for guerrilla warfare. But I have no doubt 
that it will be a nine days’ wonder. It will 
take no effect. It is foreign to Indian soil. 
Twenty-two years of incessant preaching 
and practice of non-violence, however im- 
perfect it has been, could not be suddenly 
obliterated by the mere wish of Jawaharlal 
and Rajagopalachari, powerful though their 
influence is. I am, therefore, not perturbed 
by the “apostasy” of either Jawaharlal or 
Rajaji. They will return to non-violence 
with renewed zest, strengthened by the fai)- 
lure of their effort. (Times, Ap. 28) 

That may explain the incident reported 
above. Nehru and Rajaji are apparently at 
one on guerrilla warfare; but opposed on the 
question of admitting Pakistan. Gandhi 
speaks as a leader very sure of his ground. 
He makes the effect of a wise man laughing 
at youthful hotheads. And the fact is that 
Gandhi's attitude appears always to be de- 
cisive. His quick judgment on the Cripps 
mission, “‘a post-dated cheque,” was final. 
We may equally trust his’ conviction that the 
ee masses will not adopt guerrilla war- 
are. 7 


Peace-keelers 


HE “military reporter” of the Daily Ex- 
“press (Ap. 27) has been rather wide of 
the mark whenever I have been able to test 
him. So I hesitate to attach much importance 
to his confirmation of the reports in last 
week’s’ Peace. News of German peace-feelers 
in Stockholm and Ankara. But here it is, for 
what it is worth: 

“Nothing like terms on which peace would 
be acceptable to Germany has been brought 
But the general impression was gained that 
into these carefully organized conversations. 
Hitler would be prepared to make peace with 
all his enemies, ‘presumably throwing Japan 
overboard. Previous peace feelers have al- 
Bint put forward a basis for dividing the 

ies. 


a 4 
The Ideal Soldier ;,:; 
A RECENT broadcast on -the Japanese 

army contained the following: “A man 
who is ruthless, who maintains his offensive 
spirit in all circumstances, who is capable of 
sustained physica] effort on the minimum of 
food, who is entirely regardless of personal] 
comfort, who will fight on with no thought 
of retreat or surrender even though it means 
certain death, and who is capable of using 
whatever weapons he is provided with, is the 
ideal soldier from a Japanese point of view, 
and, for that matter, from ours as well. They 
have goat very near that idea] but in so doing 
have produced an army that is not only 
efficient but is also dead to all moral de- 
cencies’” (Listener, Ap. 28). 

Major Winterton forbore to explain how, 
in striving towards this ideal, which is also 
ours, ruthlessness is to be combined with a 
respect for mora] decencies. There was an 
interesting account (broadcast at 1 p.m. on 
Ap. 27) of the new training of the British 
soldier in hate which powerfully suggested 
that when we have got our ideal soldier he 
wil] not be inferior to the Japanese in point 
of morals. 


Civilized! Mentality 


J WAS shocked to hear a voice at the An- 
nual General Meeting of the PPU declare. 
that the dastruction of the architectural 
beauties of Lubeck was as nothing compared 
to the loss of human life. The reverence in 
which we hold these treasures of the past, 
these embodiments of human aspiration, is 
an essential part of that civilized mentality 
which maintains the sanctity of human life. 
The imagination is indivisible; and to culti- 
vate an aesthetic insensitiveness in the name 
of humanitarianism is to destroy one of the 
richest sources whence reverence for human 
life ia nourished. 

The question is not: which is the more 
valuable—a_human life or a lovely ancient 
building? Both are precious: unique, irre- 
Placeable. But now there has been begun a 
grim race of reprisals in festruction of archi- 
tectural beauty. The loveliness of Bath ia 
ravaged in return for the harrying of lovely 
Lubeck. Vandalism is in the ascendant. 


May |, 1942 


PEACE NEWS 


HE basis of the Peace Pledge Union ir 
the following pledge which is signed 
fy each member: 

1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The addreas to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained ia: 


PPU HEADQUARTERS. 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


Service 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


[It has long been my conviction that 

the most important people in the 
world are unknown to most of us, 
This is certainly true when a-confer- 
ence is in progress. It is with some 
pride that the PPU can look back on 
last weekend. 
was an achievement to get a thou- 
sand members from all parts of the 
country, and it shows virility and a 
keen devotion to the cause of pacifism 
even if some came to exercise their 
own particular “bee.” 


But having got them to London in 
wartime the problem was to deal with 
the feeding and hospitality for dele- 
gates as well as a hundred and one 
small frictions that inevitably arise 
at any time. All passed off easily 
and smoothly thanks to a devoted 
staff at Headquarters who gave us 
so much of their time and enthusiasm. 

The conference was a good one 
from many points of view, but out- 
standing in its determination to back 
the Chair. Never, surely, were so 
many 38-minute speeches crowded into 
half-an-hour, in spite of the natural 
eloquence of those from Wales! Some 
of the best speeches were the shortest 
and the audience gave tongue when 
time limits were overstepped. 


The search for truth was carried 
on between sessions, and more litera- 
ture was bought this year than at 
any previous conference. Altogether 
the literature stall took £50 10s. in 
eash, which was £18 more than last 
year. 


The pacifist movement is rich in 
persons; those who say least are 
often most generous, and many mem- 
bers stopped me during the weekend 
to tell me how thankful they were 
that they had come. Our future does 
not depend on the eloquence of the 
few but on the response of the many. 
The growing desire for service and 
the recognition by us all that this 
service is diverse was an important 
fact revealed by the conference, 

The next step is more difficult. 
Willingness to serve is one thing; 
self-controlled service is quite an- 
other. There is plenty of work 
waiting to be done, but it is easier to 
instruct others than to get our own 
noses to the grindstone. Tt still re- 
mains true‘ that development of the 
individual is necessary before we can 
develop the movement, as we must. 

PPU pamphlets to note: Pacifism in Ser- 
vice. 6d.; An Outline for Pacifist Study. 6d.; 
Study 2. By Roy Walker, 7d. IB 


South-Eastern Area.—The third school in 
the “International Panorama” will be held on 
Sunday (May §&), 2.15-7.15 p.m., in the 
Friends Meeting Housé, Wheeler St., Maid- 
stone. Corder Catchpool will speak on “Ger- 
many.” 


I.L.P. and the War 


Mr. Fenner Brockway (Peace News, Mar. 
6) aecuses me of misrepresenting the ILP 
attitude to the war in my comments on the 
Scottish ILP conference. I certainly did not 
misrepresent the speeches of Mr. McGovern 
and Mr. Carmichael. Neither of these two 
responsible apokesmen of the ILP opposed 
the war sgainst Germany. While they con- 
demned the imperialist aims of Britain, they 
were careful not to condemn the war itself. 
They atrongly insisted that an ILP Govern- 
ment would not end the war until Germany 
had removed Hitler from power. I assure 
Mr. Brockway that I did not invent those 
speeches. I heard them. 


If I am wrong, perhaps Mr. Brockway will 
explain what a Socialist Government would do 
if the German people either would not or 
could not respond to the revolutionary appeal 
of the ILP. Mr. Brockway’s case amounts to 
this : 

1. The ILP does not want war under the 
present management. 


2. The ILP does not want war umder new 
management. ae 
3. We all want this war to end with the de 
struction of Nazism, but this cannot be ac- 
complished by military means alone. The 
political weapon must make its contribution 

to that end. 

I am content to leave readers of Peace News 
to extract whatever is intelligible from such 
a policy. As for Mr. Brockway and his im- 
mediate colleagues, I am satisfied that the 
fence on which they are so precariously bal- 
anced cannot support them very much longer. 

"JACK GIBSON 
15 MecLennon St., Glasgow, S.2. 


In the first place it. 
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P.P.U. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The fifth Annual General Meeting of the Peace Pledge Union 
was one of the most useful and best-tempered yet. 

Though the business part of it naturally produced criti- 
cisms, and sometimes strong criticisms, of the conduct of the 
Movement in the past year, they were never bitter and there was 
a general sense of responsibility. The discussion of the three 
set subjects was on a level in keeping with the seriousness of 
the times, and there seemed to be a general feeling that prob- 
lems had been faced more realistically than on previous occasions. 


Dr. Alex Wood was re-elected Chairman of the Union and Dr. Aifred 
Salter, MP, and James H. Hudson were elected jointly to the treasurership. 
The list of the other twenty members of the National Council, who had 
been elected by the groups, is given elsewhere. 


A LL the reports which were pre- 
**‘sented, and approved, had been 
printed. and circulated to groups in 
advance, except for an addendum, 
reporting certain resignations, which 
was read by Stuart Morris, and the 
War Resisters’ International report. 
There was little discussion of them, 
except in the cases of the General 
Secretary’s, the Peace News Editor’s 
and the Treasurer’s. The reference 
back of those three was heavily de- 
feated. 


There was criticism of Stuart Morris's re- 
ferences in his report to the PPU attitude to 
peace by negotiation, the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man, and especially the registra- 
tion of boys and girls, to which strong ex- 
ception was taken on account of the sug- 
gestion that the military purposes of registra- 
tion were secondary to its educational pur- 


poses. 

The reference back of the treasurer’s report 
and budget was moved on account of the pro- 
Posed grant to the Pacifist Service Bureau 
and the allocation of 25% of the income to 
Area Development. Though the mover, John 
Morley, was not opposed to developing the 
areas, he claimed to speak for a large body 
of opinion that the activities of the PSB 
should not be ‘regarded as part of the job of 
the PPU. 

* * * 

Problems confronting the movement 
were discussed under three main 
headings: “The individual, the group, 
and the area (leadership, discipline, 
individual responsibility)”; “Immedi- 
ate objectives”; and “Our long-term 
faith (the pacifist view of and pre- 
paration for the post-war world). 
In none of the cases, however, was it 
possible to arrive at anything very 
definite or specific as the corporate 
view ‘of the meeting, though that was 
less because of a lack of unity than 
because of the diversity of subjects 
dealt with. 


INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY 


There was, nevertheless, on the 
first main subject, general agreement 
on the importance to be attached to 
individual _ responsibility. Among 
the outstanding points made was that 
of Lord Ponsonby, in opening the dis- 
cussion, that acqyiescence in the war 
was worse than compulsion and that 
it was a disgrace to the British 
nature. 


The inspiration which he confessed the 


movement gave him was somewhat qualified 
by the Bermondsey delegate’s salutary re- 


minder that too many members were too 
much concerned about their ‘‘conscientious 
selves” and too little concerned about their 


“conscious selves.” “If by some act of God 
or Herbert Morrison we lost Middleton Murry, 
or ‘Observer,’ very few of the 18,000 readers 
of Peace News would be able to form an 
opinion of their own on events: of the day.” 


There were suggestions that the member- 
ship of the AGM represented practically the 
sum total of the active membership of the 
PPU, but these were deprecated by Stuart 
Morris in his summing up. 


IMMEDIATE POLICY 


The oustanding feature of the dis- 
cussion of the second topic was a 
sharp difference of opinion 4s to the 
emphasis to be placed upon the two 
aspects of registration of youth—the 
military, and the opportunity fon 
pacifist sevice. 


But the PPU attitude to a large number 
of other matters was also raised and Vera 
Brittain herself, in introducing the discussion, 
mentioned four others as being most signifi- 
eant: Food-relief; bombing; Vansittartism; 
and what she called “the service of truth.” 
We should try to create a sense of proportion 
in the public mind, debunk illusion, make 
known encouraging facts ignored by the gen- 
era] press, and expose atrocity propaganda 
for the hate-mongering it is. é 


Laurence Housman, pointing out that goy- 
ernments would not adopt our policy because 
we persuaded them to (though necessity might 
drive them to it), declared that we should 
not appeal to governments but over their 
heads to peoples, especially when their con- 
sciences were awakening, as they were now 
over the question of starvation. Roy Waiker 
urged that propaganda should go beyond the 
printed and spoken word to eorporate non- 
violent action, and Wilfred Weilock spoke 
of “‘our concern for the state of the public 
mind.” 

E. C. Redhead summed up the spirit of the 
discussion by saying that conscription in all 
its manifestations must be the concern of 
every pacifist, but that whatever line individ- 
uals followed the important thing was the 
quality of their service, not its nature. 


POST-WAR WORLD 


As one delegate later remarked (ap- 
parently with the approval’of many) 
it was unfortunate that the thought- 
provoking lead given on the third 
main subject by John Middleton 
Murry was not followed by the con- 
ference, which instead continued to 
touch on a variety of matters. 


Among the realities which he said pacifists 
must consider (since they would condition the 


Letters to 


the Editor 


Time Off From 
Pacifism ? 


"THE Home Secretary_has warned 
us that part-time Civil Defence 
will shortly be made compulsory; and 
a new point arises which I feel 
should receive very full considera- 
tion. The effect—and perhaps the 
purpose—of the proposed regulation 
will be to decrease the number of 
“man-hours” devoted to other than 
war purposes. 

Now, though we may feel Civil 
defence to be a necessary and con- 
structive work in present circum- 
stances, we should recognize that 
while there are quite enough non- 
pacifists to provide an adequate per- 
sonnel, the pacifist movement, com- 
prising such a small fraction of the 
population. needs from each of its 
members the devoted service of every 
hour they can spare from the task 
of making his living. 

We shall probably be called upon 
to do 48 hours’ “duty” a month. To 
those pacifists who feel inclined to 
say, “I can spare twelve hours 2 
week,” I would put this question: 
Have you the right to any spare 
time in present circumstances; and, 
in any case, is it yours to “spare”’— 
or does it, morally, belong to our 
Movement ? 


RONALD H. SMITH 
10, Denham Court, 
Kirkdale, S.E.26. 


European Culture 


[HE bombing of Lubeck in Germany is, to 

to my mind, a reminder to the peoples, 

of this country especially, that the present 

conflict, despite what the British press has 

to say to the contrary, is a long way from 
coming to an end. 

To me it appears that whilst the Continent 
of Europe may be heartily sick of the war 
and al] it implies, this country is not, and 
when men of the type of John Gordon in the 
Sunday Express imply that we must go on 
killing Germans, does he think it. will be much 
easier to win the war? I for one doubt it.- 

The more fiercely the conflict is waged, the 
longer it will last, and dear John of the Ex- 
press knows it. As the cry will always go 
out for reprisals, whether by us or 
the enemy, so it would be better if these 
gentlemen of the press were to have to take 
the same amount of risks as the unfortun- 
ate victims, whether in this country or else 
where. 

Finally, I am not a member of the PPU, 
but an ardent reader of the Daily and Sunday 
Express, but methinks my patience is being 
exhausted, waiting for sanity in the British 
press; and 1 must congratulate the PPU. 
Though I do not agree with all it implies, it 
is at least sane, and that is something to be 
thankful for in times like these. : 


JOHN W. SHERMAN 
2 Kingsfield Estate, Rolston Rd., Hornsea. 


CANON DENIS FLETCHER 


Canon Denis Fletcher, Rural Dean of Eccles, 
who died after a short illness, at the age of 
61, was a faithfu] supporter of the PPU in 
the Manchester District, being a member of 
the Manchester Regional Committee since its 
formation. He was also Chairman of the 
Manchester and Salford Branch of the FoR. 


He served with the forces throughout the 
last war, being at Gallipoli as Chaplain of 
the 42nd (Lancashire Territorial) Division, 
and being mentioned in dispatches. His war- 
experiences converted him to pacifism. By 
his death the movement loses a loved leader. 


—= Fhe New — 


National Couneil 


‘HE 20 members elected to the new 
National Council were announced 
as follows: 
John Barclay 
Albert Belden 
Vera Brittain 
Nancy Browne 
George Davies 
Frank Dawtry 
Charles Dimont 
Dorothy Evans 
Patrick Figgis 
Mary Gamble 


Bill Grindlay 
Laurence Housman, 
F Humphrey Moore 
Stuart Morris 
Sybil Morrison 
John Middleton Murry 
Donald Port 
Maurice Rowntree 
Andrew Siewart 
Wilfred Welleck 


post-war situation in which pacifists hoped 
to build a new world) were the moral and 
other effects of the actual “process of win- 
ning or Josing the war”: victory in six years 
might have worse effects than defeat in six 
months. He defined positive pacifism as “the 
effort of men and women to create the ele- 
ments of a society wherein peace is the nat- 
ural condition.” It was imperative to 
educate people into the idea of community, 
by which he meant genuine, willing co- 
operation, instead of ‘automatic’ or compul 
sory co-operation. 

A number of delegates warned against the 
danger of unrelated short and long term 
policies. George Davies, summing up, sounded 
the note on which the conference concluded 
when he said that the conference’s best work 
would probably be done, not in the big meet- 
ing, but in the small gatherings nearer their 
“rather discouraging doorsteps.” “Seeing 
persons one by one, or in small groups, may 
be our most vital contribution.” 


* cd * 


The following emergency resolu- 
tion was passed: 

That since the official photographs and 
description of recent air raids on occupied 
France and Germany (and particularly 
Lubeck) give ample evidence of the bomb- 
ing of civilians apart from military ob- 
jectives, this Annual General Meeting of 
the Peace Pledge Union renews the protest 
made ta H. M. Government through the 
Prime Minister in a letter addressed to him 
on July 20, 1941. Tt believes that such 
evidence is an added argument to their eon- 
tention that steps should be taken to bring 
the war to an end. 


The usual acknowledgement of the 
services to the movement in genera) 
and the AGM in particular of its 
officers was marked by the special 
warmth of the tribute to Dr. Alex 
Wood. 


VERA BRITTAIN 


(Continued from page 2) 


Westminster Hall and the shattered 
altar in St. Paul’s Cathedral move me 
to utter a silent prayer that our 
bombs have spared Cologne Cathedral 
and the Convent of St. Maria delle 
Gracie outside Milan, where Leonardo 
da Vinci’s “Last Supper” commem- 
orates that betrayal of Love which 
modern man now recklessly repeats. 


The malevolent cruelty of twentieth 
century warfare .is increased a 
thousandfold by his deliberate failure 
to guard his treasures, for the sake 
of his immortal species, from the de- 
structive devices of mortal nations 
who happen to be seeking each other’s 
Parpeon at some given moment of 
ime. : 


IMITATING NAZIS 


Our press boasts that the RAF has now 
forsaken its attacks. on military objectives 
for the “plastering” of a selected area, ne 
matter what life or loveliness such an “area” - 
may contain. We British who declared war 
on the Nazis for their cruelty to men and 
their enmity to culture, now imitate them— 
as pacifists always prophesied—by competitive 
cruelty and equally boastful onslaughts against 
beauty. ‘‘We have no apologies to make for 
devastating Lubeck.” 

Qne Sunday paper published the grim 
photograph of its shattered central thoraugh- 
fare under the. caption “The Street Called 
Broad’’——an allusiveness surely intolerable in 
its blasphemy. 

I cannot feel that mankind has improved as 
a species through learning to “overcome” the 
horror aroused in the last war by the loss 
of the Cloth Tower at Ypres and the destruc- 
tion of Louvain Library. At Lubeck, it seems, 
we may even have cancelled, in the field of 
political warfare, whatever limited military 
advantage we gained by the ravage of -. 
much grace. 

After the raid, three German refugees called 
upon a friend of mine to express their con- 
cern. They had heen accustomed to broadcaat 
to Germany about British decency and the 
purity of our standards. After Lubeck, they 
said, no German listener would regard such 
claims as anything but hypocrisy. 

For my own part I am ready to be identi- 
fied with my country when it endures needless 
bombardment and _ suffers’ indiscriminate 
damage. But I reserve the right to dissociate 
myself from it when it inflicts those evils, 
and to put the fact on record. 

Across the barriers created by fortressed 
lands and impassable seas, and even more by 
human barbarity and hatred, my sympathy 
goes out to those unknown German friends 
who share my reverence for “all things lovely.” 
The day will come when we shall mourn to- 
gether the blind political insanity which has 
deprived our children of the memoriea en- 
shrined by Christopher Wren, and the beauty 
that was Lubeck. 


as - 


following extracts from Han- 
sard, Ap. 21, record the full 


HE 


statement (mentioned briefly in 
Peace News last week) of the 
Government’s willingness to allow 


more food to £o to Greece. 

Lt-Col. Sir Thomas Moore asked the Par- 
tiamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Econ- 
omic Warfare whether, as only 7,000 tons of 
wheat has so far reached Greece, out of a 
minimum monthly requirement of 25,000 tons, 
he will take immediate steps to bring to the 
notice of the Governments of the United 
Nations the urgent necessity of making a 
combined effort to feed our starving Allies? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Min- 
istry of Economic Warfare (Mr. Dingle Foot) : 
I am now able to give my hon. Friends some 
information which it has not been possible 
to reveal before. On the initiative of the 
Swedish Red Cross, negotiations have for 
the past month been proceeding with both 
belligerent parties regarding relief for the 
population of Greece. 

The Swedish Government having declared 
themselves ready to place Swedish tonnage 
now lying in Swedish ports at the disposal of 
of the parties interested. His Majesty's Gov- 
ernments in the United Kingdom and Canada, 
and the United States Government, immedi- 
ately declared their willingness to authorize 
monthly shipments of 15,000 tons of wheat or 
flour from Canada to Greece, subject to con- 
ditions governing the disposal of these im- 
ports and of Greek native produce in the in- 
terests of the Greek people, and on the under- 
standing that Swedish representatives would 
receive the necessary facilities in this con- 


Britain in. Europe 
To the Editor of Peace News 


In reply to Mr. L. T. Weaver, I be- 
lieve Britain must accept chief 
(I neither wrote nor’ implied 
“sole”’) responsibility for Europ- 
ean anarchy because she _ pur- 
sued the Balance of Power 
policy to keep out a Continental com- 
petitor in industrial expansion and 
the scramble for overseas markets. 
“Iingland is safe as long as Europe 
is divided” has been the maxim. To 
keep Europe divided she used the 
force of nationalism, playing off 
State against State, forging local 
unions against whichever Power 
threatened to dominate Europe. 

And she is still doing it. The Simovitch 
coup d’etat in Yugoslavia last spring is a re- 
cent result of British European diplomacy. At 
Versailles the Allies increased the number of 
States enjoying undisciplined national sover- 
eignty. The Altlantic Charter shows that, 
given the chance, they will do so again. This 
is not helping European consolidation: F 

In 1849 Prof. F. A. Lange wrote: “Should it 
not be clear to every reasonable man that 
civilized Eyrope must enter into one great 
political community?” E . 

It is clear to the National Socialists, who, 
whatever their many faults, are political 
realists. Though my letter made no such im- 
plication, since Mr. Weaver raised the point, 
I may say that the evidence of their positive 
achievements—and these are considerable— 
persuades me that the Nazi organization of 
Europe, freed from its present war compul- 
sions, would contain the promise of improve- 
ment, however slight, on the old chaos. 

JOHN HIGHET 


207 Kenmore St., Glasgow, S.1. 


Apocryphal Speech 


+ Ae Marquess of Donegall in his column 
in the Sunday Dispatch (Ap. 19) com- 
plained: “My post-bag last week contained a 
regrettably large number of letters support- 
ing the Duke of Bedford’s contention that it 
would be wise to make peace with Hitler now.” 
The admission is interesting. In Lord Done- 
gall’s view peage with Germany now would 
mean “racial suicide’; and in support of this 
not very meaningful assertion he quotes a 
speech by Herr Darre, to which Peace News 
has drawn attention before. ‘‘We shall make 
an end of you English once for all. Able- 
bodied men and women will be exported as 
slaves ta the Continent, ete.” 


No evidence has ever been produced that 
this speech was ever delivered, still less pub- 
fished, in Germany. There is, so far as we 
know, no evidence that it had a German 
original at all. It is only too probable that 
it is a discreditable invention for propaganda 
purposes; and I am sorry that Lord Dnnegall, 
who ig more reasonable than most columnists, 
should give it further circulation. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Abergavenny.—Harold Shapley, 
Rad., Abergavenny. 

Amlwch (Anglesey).—Rev. T. Arthur Jones, 
4 Mona Lodge, Amlwch. ; 

Bentham and district (covering also Settle, 
Austwick, Clapham. Ingleton, Burton-in-Lons- 
dale, Ireby Leck, Tunstall, Hornby, Lowgill, 
Wray).—Fred Hellowell, Stone Bower, Burton- 
in-Lonsdale, Carnforth, Thi 

Bourneville is now covered by Birmingham 
bureau. . 

Chelsea. Westminster, and S. Kensington 
covers §.W.1, 3, 5, and 7. 

Chiswick.--Dennis H. Bowyer, 42 Grosvenor 
Rad., W.4. ; 

Dumfries.—George Douglas, Threave, Park 
Rd., Dumfries: A 

Egham is now covered by Staines bureau. 

Enfield.—A. Tassel}, 295 Ladysmith Rd. En- 


8 Penyval 


le. aderstield.—J. H. Whitwam, 43 Birkby 


Ra., Huddersfield. ‘ 
Fae of Man.—W. R. Hughes, 54 Murray's 
Rd., Douglas. 


Petersfield (Hants).—Graham Wiggs Higher 
Oakshott Farm. Hawklev, Liss. 
Stourbr'dge.—Harry Walton Jnr., Gedwyn, 
Station Rd.. West Hnaglev. Stourbridge. 
Worcester.—Brendan Kerney, 14 Athelstan 
Ra., Worcester. (Phone Wore. 2080). 


PEACE 


nection from the occupying Powers. It is 
hoped that the German and Italian Govern- 
ments, with whom the Swedish Government 
are continuing to negotiate, will be prepared 
to facilitate the proposed relief action. 


To allow reasonable time for the arrange- 
ments above-mentioned to take shape, the 
follwing interim measures have been author- 
ized by His Majesty’s Government and the 
United States Government in addition to the 
7,000 tonsa of wheat despatched to Greece from 
Haifa in the latter half of last month. 


The ships “Hallaren"” and “Sicilia” are un- 
derstood to have reached Greece at the end 
of last week. The former carried 4,500 tons 
of wheat bought by the Greek Government 
from Swiss stocks in Lisbon. The latter cdr- 
ried 2.200 tons of flour, as the gift of the 
Greek War Relief Association in the United 
States. A safe-conduct has been asked for 
the “Stureborg”—a ship in the service of the 
British Government—to sail shortly from 
Haifa with a further 2,000 tons of wheat. 
Arrangements are being made for the “Hall- 
aren,” after discharging her present cargo at 
Piraeus, to proceed to Egypt and there take 
on a second carga of wheat for transport to 
Greece. Meanwhile the customary shipments 
of foodstuffs from Turkey continue. 

Sir T. Moore: May 1 ask whether the Par- 
liamentary Secretary can give any indication 
ag, to when the first regular monthly ship- 
ments will start? 

Mr. Foot: That depends entirely upon Ger- 
many and Italy. 

Mr. Rhys Davies: Can the Parliamentary 
Secretary say whether the supplies will be 
adequate to prevent starvation? 

Mr. Foot: I think that they should be vade- 
quate to prevent actual starvation in the cities, 
and, I hope, in the islands, because that is 
where the worst conditions prevail. 


SUFFERINGS IN GREECE 


What the Daily Telegraph, Ap. 24, 
calls “grim confirmation of the priva- 
tions suffered by the people of 


| Greece” is contained in the news that 


among the many thousands of people 


ACCOMMODATION 


AT ONCE, for cash, freehold cottage within 
easy reach of London; furnished or unfurn- 
ished; must be cheap. Box 244 PN, 8 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. . 

BOURNEMOUTH. Double hedsitting room, 
use kitchen; own vegetable produce; moderate; 
central. 4 Churchill Rd., Boscombe 

FARMHOUSE home offered one or two 
children, school age, nominali terms. Preece, 
Silvington, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster. 


FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith | 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 8 
lines), who will give specia] attention to the 
requiremefits of paciflats. 


PACIFIST COUPLE wish to let 4-room cot- 
tage, partly furnished, Herefordshire, to C.O. 
with land work, mother and children, or 
others; 103. a week. McCann, High House, 
Bromsash, Ross-on-Wye. 

PROGRESSIVE home and school seeking 
wider scope and accommodatign desire infor- 
mation suitable buildings West England (20- 
30 children) and invite communication from 
pacifist owning farm interested education and 
co-operation with school with knowledge such 
accommodation nearby. Box 224 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


TOM AND DORIS BROWN welcome paying 
guests at Vivova Farm, Somerton, in the 
sunny Vale of Taunton. Full board 30s. per 
week; reduced terms to ex-gaol C.0.s. Book- 
ings by letter to Cooper, 47 Netherlands Rd., 
New Barnet. 


EDUCATIONAL’ 
LEARN to write and spenk for peace and 
haman brotherhood, harnessing artistic, 


imaginative, fntuitive and intellectual 
Correspondence Jessona Bs. each. (Also visit 
Jeasons 6s. and smal] classes, la. 6d. each.) 
Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose Hil) Rd., 
1. ndon. N.W.8. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


“FEED HUNGRY EUROPE” Economy 
Labels, 9s. 6d. 1,000; 1s. 6d. 100. Esperanto 
and Quaker 7s. 6d. 1,000; 1s. 3d. 100. Sample 
packet various, 6d. Your name and address 
on gummed slips, from ‘8s. 9d. 1,000. W. J. 


gifts. 


‘Brigden, Printer, 232 Sellincourt Rd., S.W.17. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House; for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; all modern comforts.— 
A. and K. §. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat-. 
Wig (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 

LAKE DISTRICT: “Beck Ailans,” Grasmere, 
Vegetarian Guest House, for strenuous or 
restful holidays. Book early to secure accom- 
modation for summer. Phone: Grasmere 129. 


In order to explore the possibilities of ,con- 
structive action to counteract the tendency to 
regard. all Germans as Nazis, New Vision, 
International Quarterly Review, is organizing 
a_private conference to be held at Friends 
House, Euston Rd., N.W.1., on Friday, May 8, 
at 6.30 p.m. The speakers will inelude Dr. 
G. P. Gooch, the Rev. Henry Carter, Miss 
Vera Brittain, Mr. R. R. Stokes MP, Profeasor 
G. Catlin, Herr Karl Scheider, Pastor W. 
Buesing, Professor Meusel. Admission is 
strictly limited, but representatives of organ- 
izations or interested private individuals who 
would like tickets are invited to write to the 
secretary. New Vision, 47 Argyle Square, 


W.C.1. Phone: Terminus 8910. 


NEWS 


May |, !942 


Britain Permits Monthly Food Shipments 


who have starved to death in Greece 
was an Englishwoman, Miss Mary 
Kent, whose home was at Chippen- 
ham, Cambs. 


On the same day The Times re- 
ported attempted mass emigration 
from the Greek islands to Turkey. 

About 5,000 refugees, including women 
and children, mostly from Chios, have ar- 
rived in Turkey near Tcheshme. The Turk- 

ish authorities are finding themselves in a 

difficult position, and are reluctant to re- 

ceive them. On the other hand, the refugees 
refuse to return to their homes, declaring | 
openly that they will escape again rather ! 
than starve to death. ‘ 


| 

The Times Ankara correspondent 
concludes that “the only solution of 
this tangle is the dispatch of fvod- 
stuffs to the islands, and it is under- 
stood that steps are being taken to 


that end”—presumably those  an- 
nounced by Mr. Dingle Foot. 
This statement, confirmed by Mr. Foot'’s 


own words that ‘‘the worst conditions prevail’’ 
in the islands, contradicts one of several mis- 
statements which occur in a long critical ar- 
ticle which has appeared in various local 
papers and which, on internal evidence, is the 
work of the Ministry of Information. The 
writer there says “the Greeks starve—the 
townspeople only, it should be remembered; 
the rural population are not starving.” 


© New and Important! 


“THE C.O. 
and the 


NATIONAL 


SERVICE ACTS” 
A detailed Guide—30 pp.—for men 


and Wonten C.0.s and their 
advisers 

Registration—Local Tribunals PRICE 
Appeals — Women C.0.s 13) 
Conditions — Prosecutions, Dp- 
Further Appeals — Home 

Guard, ete. Postage Jd. 


Central Board For Conscientious Objectors 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. Phone EUSton 5501 


News of C.O. 


REPORTED to be the first woman 
to be registered unconditionally 
as a conscientious objector, Marjorie 
Whittles, of Liverpool, and of the 
Friends’ War Relief Service, ap- 
peared before the local tribunal at 
Manchester on April 20. 


Judge Burgis said that hers was a 
ease of true conscience. She had had 
a safe job when the war came, but 
she ¢elt she could no longer remain 
in the security of it, but must do 
something for humanity. 


Miss Whittles said she was doing 
canteen and shelter work and other 
social service. 


FOR WOMEN’S SERVICES 


Women born in 1918 and 1919, who have 
already registered for vital work under the 
Registration for Employment Order, are now 
to be called up for the women’s Services under 
the National Service Acts. They will not 
have to register again, but may expect to re- 
ceive from the Ministry farm NS196, on which 
they may state that they wish to be registered 
eas COs, when they will be sent a postcard 
certificate of provisional registration, NS2W, 
and (unless in a reserved occupation) » 
form of application to the local tribunal. 


* * * 


The Rev. Sidney Spencer, well-known Liver- 
pool pacifist, and seven others were prose- 
cuted on April 21 for refusing to register fer 
fire-watching. Pleading guilty, he said that, 
in his view, there was a grave danger of regi- 
mentation, and he felt that some must take 
a stand to preserve the liberties of the country. 
All eight were fined £5. 


Please-note our only address 


C.A, BROCK & Co, Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10. 


For all Printing & 
Stationery 


‘ GLASSIFIED ADVERTISE 


2d. per word minimum 21. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Cash MUST accompany 
copy, except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy: 
Classified advertisements: MONDAY 


Displayed advertisements: First post FRIDAY 
{Maximum space allowed—8 inches single- 
column or equivalent.) 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


YOUNG MAN, with £3800 capital available, 
seeks working partnership in farming, market 
gardening, etc. Some experience. Would 
prefer somebody already actively engaged in 
alae Box 236 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 


LITERATURE, &c._ 


ARE THE GERMAN PEOPLE GUILTY? 
This, and many other features of interest to 
pacifists, in Spring isaue New Vision. Tom 
Brown, A. D. Belden, Karl Schneider, R. H. Le 
Messurier, etc. Send 5d. stamps, 47 Argyle 
Sa.. W.C.1., or order W. H. Smith’s. 


QUAKERISM. _ Information and Iiterature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Frienda, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends‘ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 

READ The Graalist League: a Foundation by 
Alfred Hy. Haffenden. A program of indi- 
vidual life and group action. The C. W. 
Daniel Co., Ltd., Ashingdon, Rochford, Essex. 
1s. 2d. post paid. 

“THE TRIBUNAL” as from May adonts | 
new format giving 85% more editorial matter. 
Subscribe now (6 months—1s. 6d.; 12 months 
—ds.). Fellowship of Conscientious Objectors, 
158 Queens Rd., Peckham, §.E.15. 


MEETINGS &c. 


MAY DAY, 1942, For Workers’ International 
Solidarity against War. Rally at Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, Sun., May 38, at 6.80 p.m.; 
Anarchist speakers; Tom Brown, Jim Barker, 
Bill Gape, Mat Kavanagh, Fred Lohr , Frank 
Soden. Speakers in Hyde Park throughout 


afternoon. 
“The Future of 


MIDDLETON MURRY. 
Organized Religion,” 7.30 p.m. Tues., May 5, 
Kingsley Hall, Powis Rd., Bow E.3. 

NORTH LONDON. Region. Peace play. 
Will all interested in the venture meet in 
the Upper Room, Edmonton Independent 
Church, Knights Lane, N.9., on Sat., May 2, 
at 8 p.m. 

WALTHAMSTOW REGION A.G.M. Sat. 
May 9, 8 -8 p.m. Friends Hall, Greenleaf Rd., 
E£.17. John Barclay ‘Immediate Objectives.” 
Chairman: E. C. Redhead. Tea: please bring 
your own food. 


PERSONAL 


C.0., (29), fond music, walking, reading, 
would like to meet or correspond, also spend 
holiday in June, with man having similar in- 
teresta. Rox 213 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 

PACIFIST, P.P.U. member (male) 386, in- 

terested books, music, psychic research, natur- 
ism, would welcome contact with fellow under 
30 similar outlook and tastes. Box 250 PN, 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
FN Te Te 
Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London N.A. 
by ‘‘Peace News’ Lid. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Co., (T.U.), London N.16 


SITUATIONS YACANT 

BACHELOR will give pleasant home, pocket- 
money domesticated C.O. exchange light ser- 
vices. Give birthdate, interests, ete. Box 249 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

CAPABLE domestic help. All duties; quiet 
comfortable home; three in family. Brunt, 
21 Willian Way, Letchworth, Herts. 

C.0., about to undertake work on own ac- 
count, needs practical-minded person as helper, 
preferably one accustomed to ladder work. 
Box 248 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.O. required to drive food delivery lorry. 
Somerset. Box 226 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
COOK GENERAL required; good home; on 
bus) route; £60. Apply Church, Witton 
Rectory, Norwich. 

FARMER requires Assistant (Christian 
Pacifist) small mixed farm, Cornwall: ac- 
commedation, for man and wife. | Muat be 
keen and adaptable; some experience essen- 
tial. Write fully with references. Box 243 
PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

GARDENER required one day week, or twe 
afternoons. Suit C.O.; may lead further. 
Write 62 Friern Park, North Finchley, N.12. 

MOTHER’S Help wanted for C of E Curate’a 
household in Leeds. 38 children, 2 day school. 
Must be fond of children and have good refer- 
ences. Box 242 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


PACIFIST FARMER requires odd-job man; 
willingness main qualification; full board and 
pocket money. Noted Cheshire beauty spot. 
Box 241 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

SEVERAL men' required for foreatry work 
and hauling of timber with modern tractors. 
Experience in manual work essential; when 
applying give previous occupation. J. P. Wik 
liams, Gobowen, Salop. 

SHORTHAND TYPIST required by C.B.C.O. 
Apply secretary, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 

TWO MALE cook-housekeepera for Christ- 
ian Pacifist Forestry Units in Cheshire and 
Lincolnshire. Unconditionally exempt or con- 
dition, but unfit for land work. Apply Sec., 
c.P.F.L.U., 68 Gayton Rd., Harrow, Mdx. 

WANTED immediatelyy’ Young man for 
Motor Cycle Manufacturing Concern; previous 
experience unnecessary; technical man pre- 
ferred. Manchester district. Box 247 PN. 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. ; 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


C.0. (conditional) requires humanitarian 
work: children's hostel, etc. fully qualified 
cook. Box 246 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0. requires Agriculture with cottage. Ex- 
perienced driver, milker, general, clerical. 
Consider partnership. Box 240 PN, 8 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

C.0., single, 88, requires market gardening; 
some experience, South-West preferred. Box 
237 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0. urgently requires light work connected 
with the land or in ambulance work. Not 
medically fit for other than light duties. Box 
245 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 

C.0. (25) 2 years poultry experience, re- 
quires congenial land work or community. 
Berks., Bucks. preferred. Box 239 PN, 8 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0., 27 married, one child, seeka situation 
in agriculture; inexperienced, willing to learn; 
driving licence; preferably Kent. Box 238 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

YOUNG PACIFIST couple require Jand 
work. Male, driving experience and one 
year’s farm work; adaptable and willing to 
learn. Box 225 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


GROUP MEDITATION (London), Yoga 
and Heard-Huxley theories. Active pronon 
ent write Bragg, Merville, 105 Tulse Hill, 
-W.2. 1 


